
OUR MISSION: To be an operating railroad museum for standard gauge railroading, past, present and future,
with emphasis on the Western United States and special emphasis on Northern California.
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Marketing continued on Page 8

   Always looking for opportunities to 
promote our museum, the Marketing 
Department hit the road in August to 
what will be three events by the time 
you read this and possibly a fourth at 
the start of September.    
   Celebrating their 80th anniversary 
during their 2026 Showcase Weekend, 
the Western Railway Museum asked 
us to bring our tent and help them 
celebrate this milestone at their event 
where they bring out and operate a 

variety of their collection. Their event 
expanded from Saturday only to an 
all-weekend celebration, but we had 
already committed to display on Sunday 
at another event. So… Saturday it was.   
Your author brought everything needed 
for the display and was joined by 
Bob Pratt, Mason Denton, and Garon 
Michaelis. Having four people allowed 
each of us to have some time to check 
out the museum and their operations.    

Marketing Hits the Road…

Chis Hauf photograph
Sunday in downtown Niles for the Hot August Car show with George Mednick under tent and with our display materials including 
our new crossing bell display.



N I L E S   CANYON   RA I LWAY

CLUB CAR SUBMISSIONS
   The deadline for submitting 

articles and photos for next month’s 
issue of The Club Car is the
20th OF EACH MONTH

Submit articles in WORD format.
Submit photos in jpg format.
Each photo should have a 

description identifying the people in 
it, and the photographers credit.

Submit to:
clubcar@ncry.org

= = = = = = = BOARD OF DIRECTORS  = = = = = = =  
President............................ Jim Stewart ..............  (510) 299-7480
Vice President.................... Jim Evans...................(650) 697-9033
Recording Secretary...........Rich Alexander............(510) 508-0503 
Membership Secretary........Sarah Fritz..................(510) 754-0355 
Treasurer ............................Steve Miller................ (323) 957-5646 
Director-At-Large................Garon Michaelis .......  (925) 321-1254
Director-At-Large................Mark Miller..................(510) 502-8521 
Director-At-Large................Patrice McDonald.......(408) 772-9278 
General Manager................Stephen Barkkarie......(510) 368-1733 

The Club Car is an official publication of the Pacific Locomotive Association, Inc., P.O. Box 515, Sunol, CA 94586-0515 .
The Club Car is distributed monthly to members, sponsors and friends of the Pacific Locomotive Association.
The Pacific Locomotive Association, Inc. is an IRS Code 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization. Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
The PLA’s Federal Tax ID is 94-6130878, the State of California Tax ID is 0501445.
General Meetings are held on the 2nd Friday of January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October and November, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Veterans Memorial Hall in Niles at 37154 2nd Street, (corner of 2nd St and E St). Members, Sponsors & Guests are welcome. 
Items in this publication are Copyright © 1962-2026, Pacific Locomotive Association, Inc. and may be reproduced only by permission with credit to the source. 
Views expressed herein are those of the author unless specifically noted by the editor as official policy.
The Pacific Locomotive Association is a member of the HeritageRail Alliance (HRA).

MEETINGS BOARDING LOCATIONS
SUNOL
DEPOT

6 Kilkare Road
Sunol, CA 94586

Brush Cutting........................Mark Whitman 
Car Department....................Dennis Mann 
Charter Agent / Docents.......Jim Evans 
Chief Engineer......................Mike Strider 
Club Car Editor.....................Barry Lependorf 
Commissary..........................Doug Debs 
Crew Caller...........................Jackie Vlasak 
East Build ............................Stephen Knoeck
Gift Shop...............................Patrice McDonald 
Hazmat Manager..................Doug Debs 
Maintenance of Way.............Ron Thomas
Marketing Manager..............Chris Hauf 

Motorcar Department...........Bob Pratt
Museum Curator..................Dennis Mann 
Public Relations...................Henry Baum 
Road Foreman of Engines...Kent Hedberg 
Security Department............Jim Evans 
Signal Department...............Curt Hoppins 
Station Agent - Sunol...........Donna Alexander 
Steam Department Head.....Alan Siegwarth 
Steam Hosteler Training......Jeff Schwab 
Train Master.........................Mark Miller 
Volunteer Coordinator ........ Bob Pratt
Yardmaster...........................Stephen Barkkarie

= = = = = = = DEPARTMENT HEADS = = = = = = = 
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NILES
STATION

37029 Mission Blvd.
Fremont, CA  94536

(Niles)

All Meetings are:
In-person and held at:

Veterans Memorial Hall
37154 2nd St, Fremont, CA

(Niles)

BOARD  MEETING
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

7:00 PM
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

MEMBERS  MEETING
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

6:00 PM - Social
7:00 PM - Business

BOARD  MEETING
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2

7:00 PM
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

MEMBERS  MEETING
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9

6:00 PM - Social
7:00 PM - Business



The people listed below reported 2,364.5 volunteer hours for the month of July. Volunteer hours should be reported every 
month to Charlene Murrell at volunteer-hours@ncry.org. Train Crew hours will continue to be collected from Train Crew log 
sheets in Blake’s Palace. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY ON THE LOG SHEETS! If I can’t read your name, you will not get credit 
for your hours.
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Car Department
Bob Moore
Dean Valentine
Dennis Mann
Jim Radkey
John Bourbin
John Link
Julian Nguyen
Linda Randolph
Marshall Williams
Matt Petach
Orion Wagner
Phil Stone
Tim Flippo
Tom Crawford

Commissary
Bonnie Harrington
Dee Murphy
Jack Harrington
Jacques Verdier
Joan Butler
Matt Petach
Max Nash
Mike Pechner
Roger McCluney

Commissary 
Ron Hook

Docent
John Siebert
Ron Hook
Tom Stone

Electrical
& Signals
Curt Hoppins
Jacques Verdier
James Stewart

Facilities
John Zielinski
Mark Whitman
Stephen Barkkarie
Steven Brown
Tim Flippo

Gift Shop
Charlene Murrell
Patrice McDonald

Mechanical
Alastair Young

Mechanical 
Bob Pratt
Brad Jones
Charles Franz
Gerald DeWitt
Henry Chandler
Howard Wise
Jeff Schwab
Kent Hedberg
Louis Bradas
Mason Denton
Peter Bradas
Steven Meyer
Warren Anderson

MOW & Track
Brad Jones
Jacques Verdier
James Moon
John Zielinski
Mick Hanou
Pat Stratton
Ron Thomas

Other
Barry Lependorf

Administration
Bob Bradley
Bob Pratt
Charlene Murrell
Chris Hauf
Curt Hoppins
Dexter Day
Donna Alexander
Ed Best
Henry Baum
Jackie Vlasak
James Stewart
Kent Hedberg
Mark Miller
Mary Asturias
Matt Petach
Pat Stratton
Rich Alexander
Robert Giles
Roger McCluney
Steve Miller
Tim Flippo
Tom Eikerenkotter

Archives  & Library
Dennis Mann
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u u u u  SEPTEMBER   CALENDAR    u u u u

Other 
Dee Murphy
Kent Hedberg
Mason Denton
Matt Petach
Pat Stratton
Patrice Warren

Train Crew
Aaron Burger
Alastair Young
Alyssa Cantz
Chad Linke
Chuck Kent
Colin Snow
Curt Hoppins
Dylan Olson
Ed Best
Eliana Ward-Lev
Gabriel Gadzikowski
Gabriel Gleeson
Garon Michaelis
Jackie Vlasak
James Moon
James Stewart
Jeff Schwab

Train Crew 
Jesse Olague
John Zielinski
Jon Williamson
Jorg Linke
Justin Legg
Kent Hedberg
Lily Olson
Logan Mitchum-Rubosky
Mark Miller
Mason Denton
Matt Petach
Matthew James
Michael Stockwell
Ronin Carniato-Hirsch
Sakura Yamaguchi
Sanjay Bhandari
Stephen Knoeck
Ted Unruh
Tim Flippo
Warren Haack
Wendy Nunn

Volunteer Report
Charlene Murrell - Volunteer Hours Coordinator 

			   DATE		    DAY		  EVENT		              LOCATION	   TIME		       CONTACT

September 4	    Friday	              Board Meeting		               Veterans Hall	  7:00 pm               -  Jim Stewart
September 5	   Saturday 	 Building East			   Brightside	  8:00 am              -    Steve Knoeck
September 6	   Sunday	 Beer on the Rails		  Sunol		   1:00 pm              -    Doug Debs
September 7	   Monday	 Wedding Charter		  Sunol 		    6:00 pm             -   Jim Evans
September 11	    Friday 	 Summer Train		               Niles                   10:00 am	   -  The Alexanders
September 11	    Friday	              Members Meeting		  Veterans Hall	   7:00 pm               -  Jim Stewart
September 12 	   Saturday	 Public Train                    	 Sunol		   10:30 am & 1:00 pm
September 13	   Sunday	 Public Train	  		  Sunol	  	  10:30 am & 1:00 pm
September 19	   Saturday	 Public Train 			   Sunol 		   10:30 am & 1:00 pm
September 20	   Sunday	 Public Train 			   Sunol 		   10:30 am & 1:00 pm 
September 26      Saturday 	 Brush Cutting			   Brightside 	   7:30 am              -   Mark Whitman-
September 26 	   Saturday 	 Harvest Moon Train	              Sunol	                7:00 pm              -   Doug Debs
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 We enjoyed another month of 
successful train operations, car 
restorations, track laying, maintenance, 
etc., thanks to our hard working and 
dedicated volunteers. There is a lot left 
to do, and to enjoy, before the Train 
of Lights. We have already started 
decorating, and can always use more 
volunteers.
  We have a new Volunteer Coordinator, 
Bob Pratt. If you are a new or 
prospective volunteer, Bob is the 
one to contact. You can send him an 
email via our web site, ncry.org, under 
“Volunteer” (bottom of the page). 
   Also, it seems that many have gotten 
their start here by talking to Donna 
at the ticket office on train days. That 
works too.
   Thank you Ed Best for all of your 
years of great service as Volunteer 
Coordinator!!
   And thanks to all of you who donate to 
our railroad! Some donate time, some 
donate money, and many donate both 
time and money. The crew building 
track east toward Pleasanton tell me 
that one volunteer came out, liked the 
experience, and donated $6K toward 
this “Build East Project”. He came up 
with the figure of $6K because that is 
the approximate cost for us to lay one 
section of track, and he helped to lay 
one section of track. Good thinking!
   The October Members Meeting 
program (at 6pm, followed by Board 
reports) will feature “Skookum and CV-
4”, a video by member Warren Haack, 
historian. The Skookum steam engine 
was here for some years, and of course 
the Clover Valley Number 4 has long 
been one of our proud steam engines. 
See how these engines have been 
restored, sometimes after a traumatic 
event! 
   The Board approved the Budget for 
the fiscal year. The budget is balanced, 
but does not include the big expenses 

for the Tipple Rewire (which will 
probably include the things outside the 
Tipple that the Tipple electric feeds), the 
Bridges repairs, and the Fuel Depot. 
None of this is urgent, but they need 
to get done before too long. The Board 
will have to manage these expenses 
carefully as more is known about each 
project. We will probably have some 
special fund drives and/or seek some 
grants. 
   An electrical contractor came out 
in August and thoroughly analyzed 
the electrical situation for that Tipple 

President’s Report
Jim Stewart

Rewire Project. We will get their report 
and recommendations soon. 
   The Board also approved the Board 
Policies. They are on the members web 
site (under Members Only/Documents/
Members Documents). The Board 
approves them every year, but changes 
can be made during the year too, at a 
Board Meeting.
   Hope to see you at a PLA meeting.

Jim Stewart
President

Sarah Fritz photograph
On Sunday, August 2nd, Trainmaster Mark Miller along with the train and engine 
crews, celebrated as they recognized Logan Mitchum-Rubasky’s promotion to 
brakeman.  Logan has proven to be very competent on traincrew and Niles Canyon 
Railway is lucky to have enthusiastic volunteers like him as part of our organization.
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   The 2025–2026 fiscal year concluded 
on a high note, with the organization 
officially finishing under budget. Thanks 
to the dedicated Treasurer leadership 
of Pat and Mary, along with the vigilant 
management of our Department Heads 
and the unwavering support of our 
volunteers, we successfully met and 
surpassed our financial goals for the 
year. This achievement underscores 
our team’s strong commitment to 
fiscal responsibility and operational 
efficiency, positioning us well for 
continued success in the upcoming 
year.
   On August 7, 2026, the proposed 
budget for the 2026–2027 fiscal year 
was officially presented to the Board. 
Following a thorough review, the Board 
unanimously approved the proposal, 
officially putting the new budget into 
motion. This seamless transition was 
made possible through the promptness 
and flexibility of our Department 
Heads, whose dedication in submitting 
their proposals on time and adapting as 
needed was vital to securing full board 
approval.
   As a reminder to all Volunteers, 
I continue to balance my role here 
alongside full-time work commitments, 
making efficient administrative 
processes essential. Along with my 
50-hour work week, I also donate 
close to 25 hours or more each week 
to get the PLA bills paid. To keep 
operations running smoothly, please 
ensure that all receipts placed in my 
box at Brightside include key details: 
the relevant car number, project name, 
and a brief description of the expense. 
Tracking down missing details requires 

significant follow-up time, which impacts 
my limited personal time. Detailed 
reporting is vital for accurate budget 
management and auditor compliance, 
as we must account for every dollar 
spent to demonstrate sound financial 
stewardship. Your cooperation in 
turning in complete receipts on time is 
greatly appreciated and ensures our 

Treasurer’s Report
Steve Miller

records remain fully compliant. There 
are blank reimbursement forms in my 
cubby hole at Blake’s. Please use them 
accordingly. If you need to reach me, 
my email address is Treasurer@ncry.
org. See you soon. 

 Steve Miller
treasurer@ncry.org

E-Coupling Information
Website:   http://www.ncry.org

Email: To Join Members Email List, send an Email to: info@ncry.org
Twitter:  @toots4ncry

Facebook:   http://www.facebook.com/NilesCanyonRailway
YouTube:   http://www.youtube.com/user/NilesCanyonRailRoad

Decorating has begun!
   Ho, Ho, Ho!  Christmas will be 
here before you know it. Time to 
begin thinking about unearthing your 
Christmas baubles from the black hole 
of your garage!  To ring in the season 
with style, Niles Canyon RY will once 
again be operating our Famous Train 
of Lights starting with the test train 
on November 16 and the revenue 
trains beginning on Nov 20. Volunteer 
signups for Commissary will be 
available on the NCRY website by the 
time you get this newsletter.  There will 
be a training session for all commissary 
volunteers who are new to this job, 
plus all those needing an update to 
the current practice. Training will be at 
Brightside yard on Saturday November 
14 at 9:00 am for commissary captains,  
and 10:00 am for new and returning 
commissary staff. 
   TOL operation days are November 
20, 21, 22, 23, 28 and December 2, 4, 
5, 6, 9, 11, 12, 13, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
23, 27, 28, 29, 30.

Early Bird Call:  Volunteers needed for 
the 2026 Edition of the Train of Lights

Commissary How-to-do-it session on Saturday, Nov 14.
Mark your calendar!
   Decorating of the outside of the TOL 
began on August 19 and will  continue 
every Wednesday morning in Sept 
and Oct at Brightside yard. Decorating 
of the interior of the train begins on 
Wednesday Sept 16.
   The Commissary department will 
need lots of people to work the TOL. 
This is a fun job where you get to serve 
good food and drink, plus interact with 
the passengers! There are various 
opportunities for volunteers: it is now 
time to scope out your holiday calendar 
and save some dates for TOL!  
   Please visit NCRY.org and sign up 
for commissary on as many evenings 
as you can spare! Requirements for 
volunteers: you must be age 18 or 
over, and mobile enough to board and 
move around on the train, and you will 
be on your feet for 1 to 2 hours at a 
time. Sixteen and 17 year olds may 
volunteer in the snack bar car, but must 
have a parent volunteer with them.
Dave Hipple
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    While August was a hot month on 
the Niles Canyon railway, September 
looks to keep the sissle going through 
the fall. I don’t just mean temperature. 
Though we had a few hot days, like for 
the East build, but our operations were 
on fire with great attendance for regular 
trains, a unique display of our Flying A 
tanker for the Niles car show, the CW 
M200 running folks out to the East end 
and wrapping up the month with our 
special evening train the “Hot August 
Night” train pulled by steam (nothing 
hotter that that).

Along the Right of Way
Stephen Barkkarie

   Our marketing department had us 
attending events all over the region with 
the custom canopy set-up sharing our 
brand. From Rio Vista to Niles and right 
here in Sunol, our bright yellow booth 
can be seen a mile away and drew in 
folks from all over asking questions 
and we even got several volunteers 
who showed up the following week and 
went right to work on restorations. That 
is what you hope for from promotions, 
and our members are great at talking 
about their experiences out here in 
Niles Canyon. Keep an eye out for 

future opportunities to go out and 
share our story, and you get the bonus 
of enjoying events at other railfan 
locations.
   Mid-summer is also the time of year 
when thoughts begin to turn to the 
upcoming holiday (no, I don’t mean 
Labor Day, but the one with cookies and 
cocoa). Restorations wind down for the 
season on cars that go into the consist. 
The last of the South side windows on 
the WP 315 have had the metal repairs 
done ready for the new windows. With 
all the paint prep work done on the 

Ronald Hook photograph
Jackie Vlasak, welcoming  riders on the M200 ride.
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SP 2101, and the diaphragm bolsters 
shimmed, it will sport a pullmen green 
livery for the first time in many years. 
Speaking of livery, the GN “Ranch Car 
will get its South side painted this month 
and the interior crew is concentrating 
on doors and floors and windows (Oh 
My). The roof replacement on the 139 
has made some progress this year but 
must be mothballed for the rest of the 
year, though inside could see some 
work continue through the winter. A 
new restoration project begun this year 
is the RPO YV 107 now that it is done 
storing materials for the YV 330. The 
goal is to get a roof coating applied 
this season so the interior work can 
go forward. This car is not in service 
so can be tinkered with year-round. 
Volunteers will keep working on the 
SP7072 wrecker car clean-up including 
the restroom and water system. Also, 
the DRG stock car is in line to get a 
new floor this season. (Both of those 
cars are not in the TOL.)
  September will keep up the momentum 
with our final “Beer on the Rails’ 
event the first weekend and the last 
extension of the track for this year out 
East. (There is a culvert to be replaced 
ahead of the next building session. The 
crew will fall back and ballast and line 
the track from the Happy Valley bridge 
eastward.) Second and third weekends 
will continue regular operations with 
Sundays getting steamy.
  Around the motor car garage lots of 
stuff is happening. One more step 
for the driveline, having a bushing 
installed, on the M601 and it will have 
a working drivetrain. The new windows 
are completed, and the crew just must 
mount a clutch pedal before a test of 
the rolling components (very exciting). 
They have been working hard to 
install turntable safety systems on our 
speeder fleet that includes positive 
locks and ignition lockout switch. These 
are important measures to ensure 
passenger safety and one of our first 

Along the Right of Way
Stephen Barkkarie

time volunteers, Ron Simmons, rolled 
up his sleeves and got right in on the 
work. (Welcome and thanks!)   Our 
M200 will receive some new cargo 
doors as the old ones are showing 
their age. We will have the new ones 
constructed of materials that can 
handle the weather. She has to look 
good for her birthday next year.
   I know it seems too early to be thinking 
about your end-of-year schedule, but 
we have plenty of room for you to join 

in the fun. You can hang lights either 
inside or out, help us do mechanical 
checks, get your commissary on, or 
host the festivities as an ambassador.  
So,  take a good long look at your 
options and remember all the good 
times we had last year. We can do it all 
again. I’ll be there, will you?

Stephen Barkkarie
General Manager

Ronald Hook photograph 
Train crew for our “beer on the rails’ left-right. Tim Flippo (fireman) Logan Rubasky, 
brakeman, Eliana Lev, student brakeman Lily Olson, brakeman, Aaron Burger, 
student brakeman, Garon Michaelis, conductor, Curt Hoppins, engineer.
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Continued from Page 1
They were very appreciative of our 
attendance, and we had lots of good 
interactions with their visitors.
   On Sunday, your author arrived in 
downtown Niles at 6:30AM to drop off 
and set up the tent/display materials 
as everyone displaying had to have 
our vehicles parked in the designated 
lot by 7AM for a 10AM start to the 

Niles Hot August Car Show.  Located 
on the railroad west side of the Niles 
Depot plaza, we again had many good 
interactions with those visitors who 
came up on the sidewalk to interact 
with us. Most pedestrian traffic for the 
car show is in the middle of the street 
as that gives the best view of all the 
cars. Curt Hoppins spearheaded the 
bringing down of our SP #1195 along 

with our ‘Flying A’ tank car which we 
had parked on the wye behind the large 
downtown parking lot where many cars 
were on display. Tim Flippo and Garon 
Michaelis joined Curt on the crew while 
Steve Brown, George Mednick, and 
I held down the exhibit at the tent.   
Again, we had lots of great interactions 
and already have two new volunteers 
that spoke to us there that are already 

Marketing
Chris Hauf

Chris Hauf photograph
Our Flying A tank car behind the Niles Flying A. Ultimately, the #1195 was shifted down a bit on the wye to display behind the 
large parking lot in downtown Niles, but everyone including members of the Niles Main Street Association and the owners of the 
Niles Flying A were very appreciative that we brought our ’54 Chevy and our Flying A tank car to the car show.
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Chris Hauf photograph
Our new interactive crossing bell. Just press the big red button. Thanks to Brian 
Ireland and Curt Hoppins for making Chris Hauf’s idea come to life.

actively contributing to projects in 
Brightside.
   We also had a special delivery via 
Curt Hoppins on the #1195. After 
three days exhibiting at Ardenwood 
over Memorial Day, it was obvious 
we needed something on our table 
that made noise. I asked Curt if it 
would be possible to have a railroad 
crossing bell hooked to a big red 
button that people could press to ring 
the bell. Oh boy did he deliver!  Curt 
picked a bell.   Volunteer, Brian Ireland, 
took the bell and did all the cosmetic 
restoration.   Curt then built the mount, 
designed the circuit needed to ring the 
bell, rewired the bell and wired up the 
yes, BIG RED BUTTON!  Finally, Bob 
Pratt has sourced a plastic back for the 
bell so people can see it work, and I 
am working on a travel case for it. This 
thing is awesome, and we look forward 
to having it at upcoming shows with it!   
We apologize in advance for all those 
who are close to our table.
   Finally, we will have our tent at the 
Sunol Pours, Picnics & Paws event on 
August 22, and we have been invited 
to Curiodyssey in San Mateo to display 
for their railroad themed evening on 
September 4th.  We are looking forward 
to these events and are always open 
to other ideas, but it does take people 
to do this, and I am very appreciative 
of those who have joined us this year 
under the tent.   Thanks!

Chris Hauf
Marketing Manager

Marketing
Chris Hauf
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This Month’s tale:
THE VALLEJO FLOUR MILL AND THE RAILROAD

IN THE BIRTH OF THE NILES DISTRICT                                            
   This month’s tale is of a historic land- 
mark and ruins which still stands today 
and our trains go by it on every run in 
and out of the Niles district.
   However, very few people are aware 
of the historic nature of these ruins as 
they sit and what part they played in the 
development of the Niles district.
   The first Vallejo flour mill in the Niles 
district of Fremont was built in 1841 
by Jose de Jesus Vallejo (1798-1882).  
He was the elder brother of General 
Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo on his 
Rancho Arroyo de la Alameda.
   A dam was built by the Dresser bridge 
as it sits today. A water aqueduct to 
power the new flour mill was built down 
the canyon from Dresser Bridge to the 
flour mill. The flour mill was located at 
the mouth of Niles Canyon then called 
Alameda Canyon which served as the 
major course of Alameda Creek.
   A second flour mill was built in 1856 in 
which the stone foundation that still may 
be seen today. The ruins of the Vallejo 
flour mill are located at the Northeast 
corner of Niles Canyon Road (State 
Route 84) and Mission Boulevard (State 
Route 238) in Vallejo  Mill Historical 
Park. In 1932, the site was designated 
a California Historical Landmark. There 
were several buildings surrounding a 
three story flour mill that had a large 
wooden wheel on each side.
   The wooden wheel was the overshot 
design. It was 30 feet in diameter and 8 
feet broad, and the millstone was 4 feet 
in diameter. The flour mill cost at that 
time was $5,000.00 and had a capacity 
of 150 barrels of flour a day.
   In 1909, the 1841 adobe mill was torn 
down to make way for a wye-switch 
built by the Southern Pacific Railroad 
which is still in its original spot on our 

Dexter D. Day

Tales of the Past

railroad.
   In 1865-1866, Western Pacific, one 
of three companies to build the first 
Transcontinental railroad, built 20 miles 
of track north out of San Jose toward 
Sacramento. The twenty-mile portion of 
the railroad skirted the Vallejo Flour Mill 
at the mouth of the Alameda Canyon 
(now Niles Canyon).
   It reached halfway into the canyon, 
about a mile past the Farwell Bridge 
near milepost 33 where it stopped. The 
WP used around 500 Chinese laborers
to grade and construct the rail line into 
the rugged canyon which was built 
to cross Alameda Creek and Arroyo 
de la Laguna Creek. In addition to 
building wooden bridges and grading 
the railroads bed, the Chinese laborers 

were very talented. They built culverts, 
retaining walls (like the one near 
MP 33), bridges and bridge piers in 
masonry which still stand today and 
support our current bridges.
   In October 1866, construction was 
halted because of disagreements 

Wikipedia photograph
First Vallejo Flour Mill 1841 in the Niles District built by Jose de Jesus Vallejo.

Ruins of the Vallejo Flour Mill as it sits 
today at Niles.
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Tales of the Past
Dexter D. Day

between the railroad’s contractors 
and its financiers. Meanwhile after all 
disagreements between the two parties 
were settled, in the year 1868, work 
was restarted on the rail line through 
Alameda Canyon, also using Chinese 
laborers. A new line was started from 
the mouth of the canyon Northwest 
towards Oakland. Then a new line was 

Wikipedia photograph 
This historic remnants of the aqueduct 
and the location of a waterwheel 
powering the mill.

Wikipedia photograph 
This historic remnants of the aqueduct 
and the location of a waterwheel 
powering the mill. 

The water flume that ran to the Vallejo 
Flour mill. This flume picture is of the 
original flume. The track went to San 
Jose Junction at that time.

Picture of early San Jose Junction. 
(Dresser Bridge) is around turn where 
the smoke is. You barely can see the 
flume. Abutment to bridge to San Jose 
still stands. 

This is the bridge from San Jose Junction 
to San Jose. It was a short lived bridge 
with the realignment of the railroads.

started building East in the canyon 
a mile east of the Mills at a Junction 
initially called the Vallejo Mills Junction 
and followed the line of Vallejo’s 
aqueduct, which was torn out to build 
the railroad and then the aqueduct 
was rebuilt. The original junction in the 
canyon was confining which was just 
West of the first crossing which today 
is the Dresser Bridge. (The area today 
is known as Usher’s property.) Central 
Pacific started to grade a new junction 
in the valley just West Vallejo’s mills to 
service both the 1869 transcontinental 
mainline as well as the 1866 Western 
Pacific San Jose line. (Note: In June 
1869, the Central Pacific railroad was 
a subsidiary which had been acquired 
by the Western Pacific and Oakland 
Point). After the completion of the first 
Transcontinental railroad to the Pacific 
Coast, Central Pacific renamed the 
Vallejo Mill station and Junction in the 
canyon as Niles by December 1869. 
The station was named after their 
railroad attorney and stockholder, 

Addison Niles. Two years later, he 
became the associated justice on the 
California Supreme Court. On April 28, 
1870, Central Pacific switched over to 
the new junction in the valley, which 
sprang to life as Niles.
   That same year, Central Pacific 
also built a railroad depot complete 
with restaurant and saloon at the 
Niles Junction for the convenience 
of the transferring train passengers. 
Shortly thereafter, the Vallejo Mills 

Continued on next page
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Dexter D. Day

Tales of the Past

settlementbecame known as Niles 
and then in 1956, Niles became a 
district within the city of Fremont. Also, 
Alameda Canyon became known as 
Niles Canyon.
   Now you have read something about 
the ruins of the Vallejo Flour Mill, 
which had something to do with the 
development of the first terminus in the
canyon and the founding of Niles.   
   This concludes this month’s Tales of 
the Past.
Dexter D. Day

Copied by Dexter Day
Map of the railroad being built in the canyon and the beginning of Niles.

This is the picture of the line into the 
canyon in Early Niles which at that time 
was called Vallejo Mill Station.

This shows some of the craftsmanship 
that the Chinese labors had in building 
stone retaining walls that still stand 
today.

Continued from previous page

Dexter Day photograph
This is that nice looking wall today. If you 
look, you can see the stone placement 
and the pier supports are a little worn 
but still hold that wall back. (The lumps 
are the supports). The wall still stands. 

Dexter Day photograph
The rock bridge support are the 
supports that the Chinese built on all of 
our bridges. What is inside them? They 
don’t x-ray too well. They are right on 
and they were placed in 1866.
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New Members:
   Arya Aswini, Paul Bensen, Joy Barnitz, 
Louise Barros, James Costantin, Tom 
Dewey, Neel Francis, Nirav Francis, 
Thomas Francis, Feng Guo, Walter 
Guo, Aswini Kumar, Cui Liu, Raj 
Mekhla, Josephine Nash, Kim Perry, 
Constance Pitta, Thomas Pitta, Anand 
Sethuraman, Ayan Sethuraman, and 
Douglas Stinson. Welcome to the Niles 
Canyon Railway!
   It’s September already, which 
means Train of Lights is right around 
the corner! I will begin the process of 
mailing out the Volunteers’ TOL tickets 
shortly. As a reminder, volunteers earn 
one TOL ticket for every thirty hours 
they volunteer, up to a maximum of six 
tickets. Please note - additional TOL 

Membership Report
Sarah Fritz

tickets for the volunteer’s trains may be 
available for purchase depending on 
the number of earned tickets requested 
from volunteers. 
   I’ve had a few members ask me how 
to get the physical version of the Club 
Car. If you are getting the electronic 
version and prefer to receive a mailed 

Screening One time only
Member’s Meeting
Friday October 9

6 PM sharp
VeterAns Hall - Niles

Archival footage of CV-4 in logging 
service, restoration of the Skookum, and other
steam ops including the #2472, and a quadruple
header are among the treats awaiting you in this
special film presentation. This is truly a film about
our own railroad, its history, and a look at many
unique events the PLA has hosted. See the 
inside of a steam locomotive, and learn how it
functions. See images of restoration. Join us to
relive the past on the Niles Canyon Railroad!

Pacific Locomotive Association
Yearly Membership Dues: Primary $48

Second adult $24, Child (under 18) $12
Payments can be made on-line through ncry.org

or by check mailed to: 
Membership Secretary

Pacific Locomotive Association,  P.O. Box 515,  Sunol, Ca  94586-0515

copy you can change your preferences 
in your member profile at the bottom of 
the Basic Member Information section. 
Alternatively, you may send me an 
email at membership@ncry.org and I 
will make the change for you. 
Sarah Fritz
Membership Secretary
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Brush Cutting
Mark Whitman

   I received a report from the conductor 
from one of the previous runs that the 
line of sight was obstructed by at least 
two trees at the east yard limit sign. 
   As there would not be enough work 
to keep the brush cutting crew busy on 
Wednesday on the line-of-sight project 
I took the backhoe out on Tuesday 
July 21 to generate more brush for 
chipping and dug out small trees that 
were starting to sprout. I worked from 
the east end of the yard all the way to 
Sunol to generate more for the brush 
cutting crew on Wednesday. 
   On Wednesday, July 22, Brad Jones 
and I took the bucket truck and got 
out ahead of the chipping crew and 
cut back the large buckeye tree and 
bay tree that were obstructing the 
line-of-sight at the yard limit sign. We 
continued working east all the way to 
Sunol doing minor trimming of trees 
that were getting close to the track. 
Crew today consisted of Steve Knoech, 
Pat Stratton, James Moon, Brad Jones, 
and Mark Whitman.
   On Saturday, July 25 when we were 
putting the bucket truck on the rail, we 
had a hard time getting the high rail gear 
to lift the front of the truck up to get it on 
the rails. It seems like it did not have 
enough hydraulic pressure. I tried using 
the bucket to check for problems on 
that end as well. The bucket and boom 
were responding slowly and appeared 
to be getting worse. I suspected that 
the hydraulic pump was dying. We 
decided not to use the bucket truck 
and to just do trimming that we could 
reach from the ground. We went out 
to the east end where we left off last 
month east of Thompson’s Crossing 
and continued working our way east 
removing small trees and limbs that we 
could reach from the ground. We were 
able to cover quite a bit of ground, and 
we had enough people with us that we 

$69 per person

Beer from three

local breweries

Two hour train ride

Lunch includedNo outside food or beveragesallowed

Live music on board!$37 Designated

Driver

Lunch & Ride only

Tickets only available online at ncry.org
Info: ncry.org   510.996.8420

21+ with IDto pick up tickets &to boardNo Children / Pets

Beer on the Rails
            September 6, 2026
NILES CANYON RAILWAY
Departs Sunol Station at 1:00PM & returns at 3:00PM

6 Kilkare Road, Sunol, CA

Non-alcoholic

beverages available

on board

were able to have one person work 
behind us with a backpack blower and 
blow off all the leaves on the rails and 
the shoulders. 
   We also encountered quite a bit of 
old signal wires either on the ground 
or hung up in some brush that we 
were cutting. Unfortunately, a small 
unseen section of wire was fed into the 
chipper. In the past this has caused 
major damage to the bearings as the 
wire is very stiff and hard to unwind 
once it is wound around the axel. We 

cut the day a little short and headed 
back to Brightside to get the wire out of 
the axel. We were able to accomplish 
this once we got back to Brightside 
and there does not appear to be any 
damage to the seal and bearing.
  Crew today consisted of Steve 
Knoech, John Zelinski, Miles Wade, 
Sr., Miles Wade, Jr., Brad Jones, John 
Krenzel, and Mark Whitman.

Mark Whitman
Brush Cutting lead
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Southern Pacific 5472 T-Shirt 
All aboard for a piece of Southern Pacific history! Our newest T-shirt proudly features Southern Pacific locomotive 5472, 
bringing this iconic engine to life in a design made for railroad enthusiasts. Whether you’re a longtime railfan, a history 

buff, or simply love classic locomotives, this shirt is a great way to celebrate the legacy of Southern Pacific.

Don’t miss your chance.  Pick one up at the Sunol gift shop before it’s too late! 

Artwork courtesy of Chris Hauf
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Screening One time only
Member’s Meeting
Friday October 9

6 PM sharp
VeterAns Hall - Niles

Archival footage of CV-4 in logging 
service, restoration of the Skookum, and other
steam ops including the #2472, and a quadruple
header are among the treats awaiting you in this
special film presentation. This is truly a film about
our own railroad, its history, and a look at many
unique events the PLA has hosted. See the 
inside of a steam locomotive, and learn how it
functions. See images of restoration. Join us to
relive the past on the Niles Canyon Railroad!


